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Until the Suzmer of 1945, communications were taught as a pard of tactical pro-
blems at the General Staff Ccllege; about 10% of the time schedulad for & tacti-
<2l problem was devoisd tc the preblem of commnication, Imstructicn concermed

4the tactical use of commniczations only. Methods of commmnications applied io

variour taciical sitvaticps included radic, telephone, teletype; and tha use of
14giaon cfficers. Fuphasis was put ¢n commanders' decisions to use the zost ex-
pedient means in a given tastical situstion. Calculaticns of commmnication re-
requirements, elebcration of commuai:ation crders, and other technicel procedures
vere taught. Fach probiem, as a rule, included the solutica of:

Commnicaticn with the naxt higher command,

Commnication with the next lcwer unii;

Commurication with supperting &nd attached uniis;

Commmication with adjaceat units;

Communication with rear gsrvices;

Commnication with the Air Foarce.
Comzmications lastures were delivered by artillery officers who haé taken sig~
nal sourses &t the Artillery Officers School im the former Military Academy at
Hranice, At the Infantry Off’cers School in Lipnik nad Becveu, commnicatlions
léctures wers-gziven by instrustors belonging to the Signal Corps. About 20
lessons were scheduled for eash echcol year; they dealt with commnicationz

vithin ixfatry units up to the sougany levil., Practical training wis pavforued
only with telephones and radios.
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adttack, the markers were displayed on the ground parallel to the front
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At the end of 1946, radic sets of Soviet origin were used in tanks at
the Vysoke Myto school and sets of English origin at the Milovice
school.

It was assumed in training that infantry regiments woud have the
following ccmmnications equipment:

Three radio sets of shorter range for communlcation with battalion;
One or two spare radio sets.

Battalions would have one radio set for communicziion with the regiment,
and short range sets for communication with companies were to be
introduced. Telephone apparatus and switchboards were of German origin
and there was a sufficient number of them to cover the regimental lines
of comEmaiecation. In additlon to the items given above theres vere
rockets, flags, and colored smoke for visual communication. It was
assumed that telegrapny and teletypes would not be available for use

by an infantry regiment.

Communi3ations hetween ground forces and supporting air force of the
Czech military forces was establishad at the higher levels of command
with the help of air force liaison offilcers, who Were equipped with
radio sets. Apart from this, at each divisional Hq, there was a
signalir~ gtation for visual communications with gircraft. These
atetions communicated to the aircraft pre-determined messages with the .
nelp of visual signalse (rectangles, squares, circles, ete) which vere
displayed at a visible site near the Hq. The front line units also
used various visual sigpals to communicate with alroraft, Such
signals were linen msrkers, colored smoke, illuminating shells,
aclored rockets and various improvised means, such as fires.

Sometimes ar infantry regiment was accompanied by a forward lialison
oftieer from the air force who advanced close behind the £ighting line
and directed individeal aircrait to targets. This forward liaison
officer had at his disposal a tiuck equipped with radio and a crew of
approximately six persons. His task was not only to direct aircraft,
but to maintain close liaison between the assault units and the
supporting air force.

For marking the front line, the infantry used linen markers which were
about five m long and one and one-half m wide, white on one side

(for use in summer) and red on the other side (for use in winter).
Escn infantry platoon was equipped with one of these markers. uring

line. During a retreat or march they were carried by four men on the
designated side of the marching solumns. During darkness the front
iine was marked by special colored matches or small fires 1n shallow
pits whicii could not be seer by the ememy. The ground target wag
indicated to the alrcraft by the infantry by colored rockets,
1it5Risassmg 222118 or colored grenades fired at the target. Some-
times the target wks sho'm by displayl.ig markers forming &n Arrow
pointing at the target; the distance was denoted by other markers put
vertically over the body of the arrcw.
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